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April 2,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communbtions Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
VIA Fax: 1-866-41 8-0232 

Re: Support Free Broadband for All. Docket 110.7-16 

APR - 3 2007 

Dear Mrs. Secretary, 

It has recently come to my attention that a public! private enterprise has developed a 
proposal, that ifapproved by the FCC, would provide fast, fiee, and family-fiiendly 
internet service to the American public. As Florida’s Director of the Consumer Federation 
of the Southeast, I urge you to give this proposal the consideration that it deserves and 
base your decision on the best interest of the American consumer. 

The goal of my organization is to establish a Vigorous, new, pro-consmer agenda built 
upon public awareness, consumer education, and coalition-building. I believe that the 
innovative solution to bridging the digital divide as outlined in the Free Broadband Now 
Coalition’s proposal would lower costs for consumers, help small businesses to succeed 
and be an overall boom to our economy. 

Access to the internet should not be h i t e d  to those who can atFord it, especially if a 
solution is available that would provide free internet to everyone in much the same way 
that we all enjoy the radio airwaves and television broadcasts. While municipalities are 
struggling to come up with ways to provide h e  wireless for their communities, the US 
remains 21s in the world in terms of free broadband capacity. I believe that OUT country 
can do better. 

Furthermore, I understand that while the Free Broadband Now proposal pledges to 
provide free internet access to 95% of the population within 10 years at a speed that is 
provided by cable and DSL companies today, that 5% of revenue from a slightly faster 
premium service (3Mbps) and advertising would go to the U S .  treasury. This seems like a 
much more stable funding mechanism than the current up-fiont auction funding of 
spectrum availability. 

American consumers deserve an internet that does not cost on average $600 - $700 a year 
to access. In addition, schools, libraries, non-profit organizations, emergency first 
responders and municipalities should not have to spend their resources on internet access 
if spectrum capacity is available. We should not be asking our citizens to bare the cost of 
the internet simply to l i e  the pockets ofaireddy profitable telecommunications and cable 
companies ifa more affordable option is available. 
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For these reasons, 1 urge you to do what is best for the American consumer in your 
consideration of docket no. 7 - 16. 

2086 Wildridge Drive, Tallahassee, FI 32303 

wdart76@yahoo.com 

XC: FCC Chairman, Kevin Martin 
FCC Commissioners: Copps, Adelstein, Tate, McDowell 
Wireless Bureau Chief, Fred Campbell 
U S .  Senator Bill Nelson 
U.S. Senator Me1 Martinez 


